
President:  A. Fritz    Vice Presidents:  Z. Molusi & J. Naidoo 
Gen. Secretary: P. Thompson    Treasurer: J. Ellis 

Members: L. Blignaut, E. Van Veenhuyzen, R Andrews, N. Raphulu, P. Heyns 
Chief Executive Officer: S. Adriaanse 

Hon. Life Presidents: S. Ramsamy & G. Sam 
 

 

 
T +27 11 404 2480 
F +27 11 402 2486 

P.O. Box 17009, Doornfontein, Johannesburg, 2O28, RSA 
124 Van Beek Street, North Wing, Ground Floor Johannesburg Stadium, New Doornfontein 

www.swimsa.org 

17 March 2020  

From:  President    

  

TO:    Affiliate Presidents  

           Affiliate Secretaries 

 

 CC   SSA Executive Committee Members 

   Committee Convenors 

 

RE:   SSA CORONA VIRUS COMMUNICATION 
       

 

On Sunday Evening, 15th March 2020, decisive actions by the President to declare a National 

State of Disaster arising from Covid-19 has triggered a number of activities in the interests of 

the public safety.  

 

In his speech, President Ramaphosa stated, “This is the most definitive Thuma Mina moment 

for our country”, and called for “cooperation, collaboration and common action. More than 

that, it requires solidarity, understanding and compassion. Those who have resources, those 

who are healthy, need to assist those who are in need and who are vulnerable.” 

 

As South Africans, we are experiencing a delayed impact of the Covid-19 virus, compared to 

the rest of the world. As of this morning, we have almost 70 confirmed cases, along with 

confirmation that there is local transmission of the disease. We should not believe that we 

are different to the rest of the world and that we will escape the pandemic unscathed. Rather, 

we need to heed the lessons from other countries and apply sound and reasonable 

applications to our environment to protect our employees and our members.  

 

One such precautionary measure includes taking the decision to postpone all upcoming 

Swimming South Africa events throughout the country that were scheduled for the coming 

weeks.  This does not mean we have cancelled but merely postponed and contribute in 

slowing down the spread of the virus. We will in due course focus on solutions in maintaining 

our competitive edge as it is an Olympic year. We are not closed for business but merely 
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contributing as responsible citizens to the call of Thuma Mina, rather we are acting 

responsibly, exercising caution and finding prudent means for the well-being of all.   

 

In our Exco meeting we discussed our approach to the pandemic and focussed our plans 

along the lines of a Preventative (what we do now) and an Outbreak approach (what we do 

when a Covid-19 outbreak happens with in our ranks. This is briefly described below: 

 

PREVENTATIVE APPROACH FOR ALL OUR MEMEBERS: 
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OUTBREAK APPROACH: 

Exco is in the process of developing a Covid-19 Disaster Recovery Plan, which incorporates 

more details and will be shared with you accordingly. 

In addition to the internal steps, we are actively pursuing an improved communication Covid-

19 strategy, which includes: 

 

 
 

Given the priority of this issue, the work will be coordinated and driven from my Office 

supported by CEO of Swimming South Africa. 

 

In closing, I want to echo the President’s message: 

“Fellow South Africans, this epidemic will pass. But it is up to us to determine how long it will 

last, how damaging it will be, and how long it will take our economy and our country to 

recover. It is true that we are facing a grave emergency. But if we act together, if we act now, 

and if we act decisively, we will overcome it.” 

 

Please be calm and diligent. If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions please 

engage with your managers, or email me. 

 

Best of health, 

 

 

Alan A Fritz  

President 

Swimming South Africa 


